TEACHING WAIT
(A good Leadership Skill)
It is extremely important to teach your dog to "wait"- both for your convenience and for his safety, "wait" puts your dog on hold - it tells him to proceed no further. Whereas your release word grants permission to do something, "wait" denies permission.
WAIT can be used for the following:
The most important is going in and out of doors for your dogs Safety. If you are leaving home or getting out of your car with your hands full or packages , you will be able to tell your dog to "wait" and know that he will not go through the door until you are ready.
You can also use "wait" as you put his food dish on the floor so he does not dive into it immediately, or as you go down a flight of steps so you can go safely first. When you come to a curb before you cross the street, if you are going upstairs and do not want your dog to come along. When you leave for work and your dog walks to the door with you hoping to go along etc.
Steps to teaching WAIT before going through Doorways or Entranceways:
1.	With your dog on a leash, approach the door and stop, give your cue to "sit".
2.	Now slightly open the door.  If your dog moves or tries to stand, close the door and give your negative cue "wrong". Start from the beginning. This may take some time for the dog to associate his action of moving with closing the door, eventually he will realize that if he moves he will never have the chance to even approach the door, let alone go out it. Work on this step until your dog reliably does not move towards the door.
3.	Once your dog is successful with step 2, slowly prop the door wide open. Have your dog sit, and take one step in front of your dog so you are facing him. As you move he should not be able to walk forward since you are blocking his path. As he is remaining in position, label his behavior "wait" (not before, not after - but "during"),   "yes" and treat him for staying in position. Repeat this until you can go completely through the doorway.

·	If he tries to dart around you, give him a "wrong" and close the door, or step towards him so you can continue to block his path; he will have to back up, and start again.
·	Don't forget to release him "o.k" when you are through the doorway.
*	This can be done at the end of your driveway, at a curb, or anywhere you want your dog to come to a sudden complete halt until given the O.K.
*	Use the same technique for putting your dog's food bowl down. Ask your dog to sit, slowly start putting the bowl down, if he moves,   the bowl goes up.   As he starts to understand, label his actions "wait".  Repeat this until you can put the bowl completely down and quickly release your dog with o.k.

